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Greater 
things 

from Jeff Marner, Minister of Discipling 

Rethinking Together 

   We, the Arthur Mennonite Church, have been moving 

forward together for many years now. Some faces have 

changed, while others have remained constant throughout the 

years. Certainly no one wishes to be stuck in the rut of a 

bygone time and our theme of Forward Together is not meant 

as a measure to pull us out of any such rut. I propose we view 

it as a time to actively consider what forward and together 

mean for each of us individually and as a group. 

   Even without such a slogan to use as a theme for this year 

we could probably say, ‘sure we are moving forward together 

as a church. Each week we continue down this path of faith 

together and such a path assumes we are moving forward 

closer to Jesus each day.’ Can we get better at together? 

   Together is not always as simple as it appears on paper. We 

may have our groups we’ve walked with for many years. Who 

else do we need to get together with? Together can certainly 

get difficult as people transition into different stages of life. I 

remember the difficulty of finding togetherness after high 

school. You may be well practiced at the now habitual 

togetherness you’ve experienced for years. This year use this 

motto as a chance to reach out to those you’ve never 

considered spending time with. Whether they be from a 

different generation or background, these sisters and brother 

will enhance your view of togetherness and may also change 

your perspective of what forward means. 

   I come to find more that to struggle is to learn. I see it 

commonly in my kids as they learn a new skill. It can be painful 

and stressful to watch them fail. Even after coming out the 

other side there is almost no value placed on the struggle it 

took to gain the new capability. For some of us, me not 

included, spending time with new people is a natural thing. For 

the rest of us it may, indeed, be a struggle when attempting to 

form new relationships within our own church. Let that struggle 

be a sign to us that we are truly moving forward. 

   As we seek to move forward together this year it should not 

be easy. In fact, if it is easy we probably did it wrong. There are 

plenty of people we know only as acquaintances or even less 

closely than that with whom we worship every week. We can 

come together in a new way this year. May it lead us further on 

the path towards loving each other and Jesus. 
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First Fruit Giving  
Giving God Our Best 

               Stewardship   Attendance 

2/2/2020    $4,024        115 

2/9/2020    $4,047         99 

2/16/2020  $3,686        104 

2/23/2020  $6,259         99 

AMC Personal Profile: 

Kat Burdick 

What is your job and what does it consist of? 
I teach Special Education at Arthur Grade School for 
Kindergarten through sixth grade.  I taught five years at 
Arcola Grade School and Junior High School. Then came to 
the Arthur Jr/Sr. High school and am now at the grade 
school.  I have taught kindergarten through seniors and the 
"little kids land" is definitely where I belong. My degree is an 
LBSI (Learning and Behavior Specialist) and I also have a 
Master's Degree in Administration.     
 
What is your favorite verse and/or book of the Bible? 
Philippians 4:13 "I can do all things through Christ who 
strengthens me."  That sums up everything to me! 
 
What is your favorite song or hymn that we sing at church? 
I Am Who You Say I Am - This song always speaks to me 
and makes me emotional.  I am not who the world says I am, 
I am who God says I am.   

Article 21- Confession of Faith In a Mennonite Perspective 

Christian Stewardship 
  “We believe that everything belongs to God, who calls us as the church 

to live as faithful stewards of all that God has entrusted to us. 

“As servants of God, our primary vocation is to be stewards in God’s 

household. God, who in Christ has given us new life, has also given us 

spiritual gifts to use for the church’s nurture and mission. The message of 

reconciliation has been entrusted to every believer, so that through the 

church the mystery of the gospel might be made known to the world... 

“We are called to be stewards in the household of God, set apart for the 

service of God. We live out now the rest and justice which God has 

promised. The church does this while looking forward to the coming of our 

Master and the restoration of all things in the new heaven and new earth.” 

Join us for our quarterly 

congregational meeting on March 

8th at 6pm in the Sanctuary for an 

update on church happenings! 

Each commission will share an 

update and Ministry Team will 

share updates on open positions. 

Stay after for fingerfood fellowship 

in the Fellowship Hall. 

Worship Commission is going to 

host a Night of Worship in the 

sanctuary on March 22nd 

starting at 5pm. Anyone who 

has a testimony, reading, or 

song to share with those in 

attendance is welcome to reach 

out to a member of the 

commission to get signed up. 

Plan to come out for a night of 

worshiping our Lord Jesus! 

Is there a time in your life when you have felt God's presence stronger 
than at any other time? 
There is not enough room for me to share all of the times that I 
have felt God.  I have had grandparents and a mother-in-law who 
have passed away and I just knew God was with me, I had a 
difficult birth with Kendall, but God saw me through that.  I felt 
God's presence when we finally got pregnant with both our 
children and I know He has been with me through personal 
issues. 
 

What do you consider to be your greatest achievement or 
accomplishment? 
I would have to say getting my Master's Degree.  My husband is 
the one who told me to just go for it. I had two kids at home, a full 
time job and was where I wanted to be financially.  However, I 
was able to get my degree in three years with God's help and a 
husband who took over at home.  I will never forget walking into 
graduation and seeing Kendall (then 7 years old) crying happy 
tears for her mommy! 
 

What was your very first job? 
I have worked a lot of different places.  I have babysat, worked at 
the former Phillip's 66, Rockome Gardens, Yoder's Kitchen, and 
for Andy at the Arthur Countertop Company.  Probably my 
favorite job was when I was at EIU and worked at Fazoli's in 
Mattoon. I met a lot of great people and learned so much.   


