Today’s Message

Romans 14:1-4 (The Message)

Welcome with open arms fellow believers who
don’t see things the way you do. And don’t jump
all over them every time they do or say
something you don’t agree with, even when it
seems that they are strong on opinions but weak
in the faith department. Remember, they have
their own history to deal with.
Treat them gently.

Romans 14:1-4 (The Message)
For instance, a person who has been around for a
while might well be convinced that he can eat
anything on the table, while another, with a
different background, might assume he should only
be a vegetarian and eat accordingly. But since both
are guests at Christ’s table, wouldn’t it be terribly
rude if they fell to criticizing what the other ate or
didn’t eat? God, after all, invited them both to the
table. Do you have any business crossing people off
the guest list or interfering with God’s welcome? If
there are corrections to be made or manners to be
learned, God can handle that without your help.

Romans 15:1-3 (The Message)

Those of us who are strong and able in the faith
need to step in and lend a hand to those who
falter, and not just do what is most convenient for
us. Strength is for service, not status. Each one of
us needs to look after the good of the people
around us, asking ourselves, “How can I help?”
That’s exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t make it
easy for himself by avoiding people’s troubles, but
waded right in and helped out.

Romans 16:17-19 (The Message)
One final word of counsel, friends. Keep a sharp eye
out for those who take bits and pieces of the
teaching that you learned and then use them to
make trouble. Give these people a wide berth. They
have no intention of living for our Master Christ.
They’re only in this for what they can get out of it,
and aren’t above using pious sweet talk to dupe
unsuspecting innocents.
And so while there has never been any question
about your honesty in these matters, I couldn’t be
more proud of you! I want you also to be smart,
making sure every “good” thing is the real thing.

No church
is perfect!

Romans 14
How to cultivate good relationships
“Welcome those who don’t see things the
way you do. And don’t jump all over them
every time they say or do something you
don’t agree with.” verse 1 (The Message)
Accept the one whose faith is weak, without
quarreling over disputable matters. (NIV)

Welcome with open arms fellow believers
who don’t see things the way you do. And
don’t jump all over them every time they
do or say something you don’t agree with,
even when it seems that they are strong on
opinions but weak in the faith department.
Remember, they have their own history to
deal with. Treat them gently.
Romans 14:1 (The Message)

Those of us who are strong and able in the
faith need to step in and lend a hand to those
who falter, and not just do what is most
convenient for us. Strength is for service, not
status. Each one of us needs to look after the
good of the people around us, asking
ourselves, “How can I help?”
That’s exactly what Jesus did. He didn’t make
it easy for himself by avoiding people’s
troubles, but waded right in and helped out.
Romans 15:1-3

Paul encourages us to…
- Act on our faith and convictions
from God’s Word.
“One final word of counsel, friends. Keep a sharp eye
out for those who take bits and pieces of teaching that
you learned and then use them to make trouble. They
have no intention of living for our Master Christ.” 16:17
“I urge you, brothers and sisters, to watch out for those
who cause divisions and put obstacles in your way that are
contrary to the teachings you have learned. Keep away
from them.” 16:17 (NIV)

Paul encourages us to…
- Act on our faith and convictions
from God’s Word.
- Not be so critical and judgmental.
- Take time to hear the other point
of view.
“Each of us should please our neighbors for
their good, to build them up.”
Romans 15:2 (NIV)

God loves them in the same
way that God loves us!
Dear friends, let us love one another,
for love comes from God. Everyone who
loves has been born of God and knows
God. Whoever does not love does not
know God, because God is love.”
“

1 John 4:7-8 (NIV)

In Essentials, UNITY
In Nonessentials, LIBERTY
In Everything, LOVE.
unity in the midst
of our diversity

Romans 15:14-16 (The Message)
“Personally, I’ve been completely satisfied with
who you are and what you are doing. You seem
to me to be well-motivated and well-instructed,
quite capable of guiding and advising one
another. So, my dear friends, don’t take my
rather bold and blunt language as criticism. It’s
not criticism. I’m simply underlining how very
much I need your help in carrying out this highly
focused assignment God gave me, this priestly
and gospel work of serving the spiritual needs of
the non-Jewish outsiders so they can be
presented as an acceptable offering to God,
made whole and holy by God’s Holy Spirit.”

