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It seems to be Super Bowl time again. I know that 
because the youth are selling subs. For some people, 
what the athletes on the field do is a big deal. I don't 
blame them, I personally enjoy the World Series. 
Whatever the sport is there tend to be lots of people 
who think the best athletes of the given sport are the 
greatest people in the world. 

One thing I appreciate about sports is the incredible 
things that God has made our bodies capable of. Even 
in church softball we occasionally see someone do 
something special. Seeing how God has gifted these 
athletes is a special thing just as seeing how people 
have gifted others with great intelligence and other 
abilities. 

It's in the celebration of other people's abilities that 
I'm am drawn to Philippians 4:8. “Finally, brothers and 
sisters, whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is 
right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 
admirable—if anything is excellent or praiseworthy—
think about such things.” While I don't think Paul was 
necessarily speaking to the virtues of football or any 
other sport for that matter, I do think this passage can 

inform how we partake in such things. While we 
shouldn't lift any person upon a pedestal, I don't see 
anything wrong with celebrating the wonderful abilities 
God has given people and watching them use those 
abilities. 

There are true, noble, right, pure, lovely, admirable, 
and praiseworthy aspects to everything and everyone 
God has created. We should look for those things in all 
the people and things around us. We should celebrated 
those things and thank God when see them. 

The world has twisted many of these abilities and 
has also twisted how we should respond to them. We're 
taught to glorify people instead of our creator. Or 
maybe we're taught to marginalize those who may not 
have flashy talents. Or maybe we disparage our own 
lack of sparkling ability. 

Be encouraged by Philippians, look for those things 
that are lovely in others and yourself. Maybe you'll 
watch some football between the commercials when 
the Super Bowl arrives. There will be ways to glorify 
God if our focus is on the right person. 
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Jesus said to his 
followers: “. . . if you 
have faith in me, you 

will do the same things 
that I am doing. You 
will do even greater 

things, now that  
I am going back to  

the Father.”  
(John 14:12)  



              Stewardship  Attendance 

12/31/17 $8,878 85 
1/7/18 $2,742 117 
1/14/18 $2,935 117 
1/21/18 $4,950 106 

First Fruit Giving 
Giving God Our Best 

God 
We believe that God exists and is 

pleased with all who draw near by 
faith. We worship the one holy and 
loving God who is Father, Son, and 

Holy Spirit eternally. God has created 
all things visible and invisible, has 
brought salvation and new life to 

humanity through Jesus Christ, and 
continues to sustain the church and 
all things until the end of the age.  

Article 1 from Confession of Faith  
in a Mennonite Perspective  

Summary Statement 

New in the AMC 
Library 

The Naked 
Anabaptist 

The Bare Essentials of a 
Radical Faith 

   The Naked Anabaptist: The Bare Essentials of a 
Radical Faith by Stuart Murray starts with the 
declaration, “the Anabaptists are back!” With this 
statement, Murray begins an exciting and timely 
dialogue about the radical vision of Anabaptist 
faith and tradition. His obvious passion for 
Anabaptism, which combined with a concise and 
clear writing style, makes this book a stimulating 
and easy read. What truly sets The Naked 
Anabaptist apart, is the book’s bold declaration of 
core Anabaptist values, imbued with a humility 
that respects other Christian traditions and 
acknowledges unflattering moments in Anabaptist 
history. Murray draws from his experience with 
the Anabaptist Network in the United Kingdom 
and Ireland to explore the meaning of Anabaptism 
stripped of its ethnic traditions.  
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Dorothy Kauffman 
Dorothy and her husband Gary have two 

children, Todd (wife Angie) and 
Kimberly, and two grandchildren. 

What is your job and what does it consist of? I started 
quilting 34 years ago and that made it possible for me to 
be a stay-at-home mom. I also do house cleaning. Cleaning 
the church was one of my first “homes.” Twenty-four 
years ago, I was asked to work with a handicap child and I 
have been doing muscle therapy with her once a week to 
this day, being a caregiver. Taking meals out to the 
farmers is also one of my favorite jobs!  

What is your favorite verse and/or book of the Bible? 
Psalm 91. 

Is there a time in your life when you have felt God's 
presence stronger than at any other time? When I got 
married and when my children were born, those are a 
given. Also, through the loss of loved ones. But 2 years 
ago, I woke up in the middle of the night and God told me 
my word for the year was “service”. I wanted to go on a 
trip to help with the Partnership Home Project at AMC but 
things just didn’t come together . . .so I decided to help at 
the Methodist church on Wednesday’s with their meals. 
But God told me that He already had a place in mind. Kara 
Kuhns called me and she asked me to be a caregiver for 
her girls and to help out with meals and cleaning and I feel 
so honored to have been asked. They are an amazing 
family and I feel humbled and blessed to be apart of it. It’s 
the most wonderful job I’ve ever had, apart from being a 
mother myself. 

What hobbies do you enjoy? I love building things. I 
would choose a pair of sawhorses and a pile of old wood 
over jewelry or clothing any day.  

If you could host a dinner party with any three living 
people in the world, whom would you invite? Christina-
my handicap friend, my daughter Kimber, and Janet 
Winingham who has been an inspiration to me.  

Do you have a favorite book? I’m not a big reader, but 
Kimber gave me Tyndale’s “Women’s sanctuary 
Devotional Bible” NLT version and it’s become one of my 
favorites.  

What is your favorite song or hymn that we sing at 
church? How Deep the Fathers Love For Us, I just love it. 
When we sing it, it’s like we’re right there on your way to 
Heaven.  

Do you have a favorite inspirational quote?  “It’s not 
about you. And it’s not about me. It’s all about what Jesus 
did for us and what He wants to do through us.”  


