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Greater
Jesus said to his followers: “. . . if you have faith
in me, you will do the same things that I am
doing. You will do even greater things, now that
I am going back to the Father.” (John 14:12)

Things
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“Faith and Freedom… In Jesus”
AMC Lent Theme for 2016

A Sermon Series from the book of Galatians
The 40 days of Lent begin with Ash Wednesday on
Messiah. As Jewish Christians, they struggled with a dual
February 10. During the season of Lent this year we are
identity: Their Jewishness constrained them to be strict
celebrating our faith and freedom through our Savior Jesus
followers of the law; their newfound faith in Christ invited
Christ. One of the best ways for us to celebrate this is to
them to celebrate a holy liberty. They wondered how
study the book of Galatians in the New Testament.
Gentiles (non-Jews) could be part of the kingdom of heaven.
Galatians is a letter that was written
This controversy tore the early church.
by the apostle Paul to the churches in
Judaizers,
an extremist Jewish faction within
There is nothing so
Galatia that he helped plant on his first
the church, taught that Gentile Christians had
exhilarating as
missionary journey through the modern
to submit to Jewish laws and traditions in
day country of Turkey. It is a letter that
knowing that the past addition to believing in Christ. As a
speaks of our relationship in Christ as it
missionary to the Gentiles, Paul had to
is forgotten and that confront this issue many times.
relates to the laws of the Old
Testament. It is about our faith and
Galatians was written, therefore, to refute
new options await.
freedom, not in government or
the Judaizers and to call believers back to the
covenants of old, but the new covenant
pure gospel. The Good News is for all people,
freely given to us by God through his Son Jesus Christ. Here Jews and Gentiles alike. Salvation is by God’s grace through
is a wonderful description of this New Testament book from
faith in Christ Jesus and nothing else. Faith in Christ means
the Life Application Study Bible.
true Freedom.
“A family, executing their carefully planned escape at
As you read Galatians, try to understand this first century
midnight, dashing for the border… a man standing outside
conflict between grace and law, or faith and deeds, but also
prison walls, gulping fresh air, awash in the new sun… a
be aware of modern parallels. Like Paul, defend the truth of
young woman with every trace of the ravaging drug gone
the gospel and reject all those who would add to or twist this
from her system… they are FREE! With fresh anticipation,
truth. You are free in Christ, step into the light and
they can begin life anew.
celebrate!”
Whether fleeing oppression, stepping out of prison, or
And that is exactly what we plan to do during this Lent
breaking a strangling habit, freedom means life. There is
season that leads us to the cross of Calvary and the empty
nothing so exhilarating as knowing that the past is forgotten
tomb of Jerusalem. We will encourage confession,
and that new options await. People yearn to be free.
repentance, and restoration as a part of this journey through
The book of Galatians is the charter of Christian freedom.
Lent and would like to encourage you to pour yourself into
In this profound letter, Paul proclaims the reality of our
the book of Galatians. Read it, study it, and receive what
liberty in Christ, freedom from the law and the power of sin,
God has for you in this wonderful New Testament epistle.
and freedom to serve our living Lord.
By searching our own hearts we can restore, renew, and
Most of the first converts and early leaders in the church
revitalize our faith and freedom in Jesus Christ. Let the
were Jewish Christians who proclaimed Jesus as their
Journey through Galatians begin.

Thought & Vision
From the AMC Ministry Team

New Opportunities
From Lamar Miller,
Minister of Outreach

As we start a new year, I always look
forward to what it might bring. New challenges,
new possibilities, and new opportunities as God
calls us. I am excited about the changes we have
made within the ministry team and look forward to
serving as Minister of Outreach.
In the book “Onward” by Russell Moore there are
several lines I want to share that help us better
understand outreach and mission. One of the
statements is: “the kingdom of God ought to reshape
our vision of what matters and who matters.”
Through the Holy Spirit and reading of the Bible we
understand that everyone is created in the image of
God. We are all children of God placed here in His
creation and that makes each of us important worthy
to be cared for.
A couple of other lines that caught my attention
were: “Mission is a matter of reconciliation, the
reconciliation of humanity to God and of humanity
with one another. This is a matter of both gospel
and justice, a matter of both personal redemption
and social order.” These statements are a reminder
to me that mission or outreach is not just social
justice work or just salvation work. It is a
combination of both. We need personal salvation
from God but, we also need community salvation to
save us from ourselves and each other. We need to
show others that they matter, that they are important
to us because they are a part of the kingdom of God.
Doing the work of both spreading the Gospel and
social justice can seem scary and difficult at times.
It requires time and commitment and trust in the
Lord.
My hope is that in
the coming months and
years ahead the Outreach
Commission will be able to
provide and make you aware
of numerous opportunities to
help facilitate reconciliation. God
has commanded us to love our
neighbor, to share the gospel and
to help correct injustice. Don’t
wait for the Outreach Commission
because it could be your coworker,
friend, or next door neighbor who
needs to know
that they matter.

Sermon Series:
Faith and Freedom… In Jesus
A Lenten Journey through Galatians

Feb. 14
Feb. 21
Feb. 28
March 6
March 13
March 20
March 27

Galatians 1
Missionaries Wes and Deborah
Bergen at AMC
Galatians 2
Galatians 3
Galatians 4
Galatians 5 (Palm Sunday)
Galatians 6 (Easter Sunday)

Wes and Deborah Bergen:
Ghana, Africa

Visiting AMC on Sunday, February 21 to share during
Christian Education and Worship
Wes is working with Good News
Theological College and Seminary. He is
teaching the curriculum of the seminary
determined in consultation with the Africa
director and principle of GNTCS. Wes
visits and speaks in congregations as
determined in consultation with the
principle. Deborah works as consultant psychiatrist with the
Mobile Member Care Team. She monitors medications,
consults, does brief therapy, and is involved with crisis
response/debriefings. She is serving the team by occasionally
facilitating in-service trainings, participating in team meetings/
community life, and prayer.

February Birthdays

Hunter Yoder
Emily Kauffman
Bill Moreland
Jordan Gingerich
Ryan Burdick
Paul Rocke

Feb. 1
Feb. 5
Feb. 9
Feb. 10
Feb. 14
Feb. 18

Anna Mary Borntrager Feb. 20
Feb. 23
Grant Helmuth
Feb. 23
Nancy Plank
Feb. 23
Glen Rhodes
Feb. 24

February Anniversaries
Levi & Gloria Yoder
Feb. 14
Sam & Janette Petersheim Feb. 16
Duane & Faye Oye
Feb. 21

First Fruit Giving
Giving God Our Best

Stewardship & Attendance
12/27/15
1/3/16
1/10/16
1/17/16
1/24/16

Attendance

114
151
134
129
129

Offering

$4,866
$4,107
$2,896
$2,589
$3,915

Resource of the month

“Galatians: Believers Church Bible Commentary”
by George R. Brunk III

To go along with our upcoming sermon
series, this month’s resource of the month is
Galatians by George Brunk III. Galatians
tracks the important role that this epistle of the
Apostle Paul played in Christianity’s shift
from being a messianic sect within Judaism to
a Gentile-dominated religious movement. As a
sustained defense of Jesus Christ as the center
of faith, the full unity and equality of Christ’s
followers, and the Spirit’s empowerment in
the life of the believer, Galatians holds both
world-changing and personally transforming
power for the contemporary church.
Galatians is part of the Believers Church
Bible Commentary Series. This series is
published for all who seek more fully to understand the
original message of Scripture and its meaning for today.
The series is based on the conviction that God is still

speaking to all who will listen, and that the
Holy Spirit makes the Word a living and
authoritative guide for all who want to know
and do God's will.
Each volume illuminates the Scriptures;
provides historical and cultural background;
shares necessary theological, sociological, and
ethical meanings; and, in general, makes “the
rough places plain.” Critical issues are not
avoided, but neither are they moved into the
foreground as debates among scholars. The
series aids in the interpretive process, but it
does not attempt to supersede the authority of
the Word and Spirit as discerned in the
gathered church.
Galatians as well as many others in The Believers
Church Bible Commentary Series are available from the
church library.

Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective

Article 2: Jesus Christ

Editors Note: This is the second in a monthly series. Each month we will include one of the
articles from the Confession of Faith in a Mennonite Perspective so that we can all be
refreshed on what they express.
We believe in Jesus Christ, the Word of God become flesh. He is the Savior of the world,
who has delivered us from the dominion of sin and reconciled us to God by humbling himself
and becoming obedient unto death on a cross. He was declared to be Son of God with power
by his resurrection from the dead. He is the head of the church, the exalted Lord, the Lamb
who was slain, coming again to reign with God in glory. “No other foundation can anyone lay
than that which is laid, which is Jesus Christ.”
We confess Jesus as the Christ, the Messiah, through whom God has prepared the new
covenant for all peoples. Born of the seed of David, Jesus Christ fulfills the messianic
promises given through Israel. As prophet, he has proclaimed the coming of God’s kingdom and called everyone to
repent. As teacher of divine wisdom, he has made known God’s will for human conduct. As faithful high priest, he has
made the final atonement for sin and now intercedes for us. As king who chose the way of the cross, he has revealed the
servant character of divine power.
We accept Jesus Christ as the Savior of the world. In his ministry of preaching, teaching, and healing, he proclaimed
forgiveness of sins and peace to those near at hand and those far off. In calling disciples to follow him, he began the new
community of faith. In his suffering, he loved his enemies and did not resist them with violence, thus giving us an
example to follow. In the shedding of his blood on the cross, Jesus offered up his life to the Father, bore the sins of all,
and reconciled us to God. God then raised him from the dead, thereby conquering death and disarming the powers of sin
and evil.
We acknowledge Jesus Christ as the only Son of God, the Word of God incarnate. He was conceived of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary. As fully human and tempted as we are, yet without sin, he is the model human being. As
fully divine, he is the one in whom the fullness of God was pleased to dwell. During his earthly life, Jesus had an
intimate relationship with his heavenly Abba and taught his disciples to pray “Abba, Father.” He is the image of the
invisible God, and “all things have been created through him and for him, for he is before all things.”
We recognize Jesus Christ as the head of the church, his body. As members of his body, we are in Christ, and Christ
dwells in us. Empowered by this intimate relationship with Christ, the church continues his ministry of mercy, justice,
and peace in a broken world.
We worship Jesus Christ as the one whom God has exalted and made Lord over all. He is our Lord and the not-yetrecognized Lord of the world. We live in the assurance of his coming again as the one by whom all humanity will be
judged. He is the one who shall be acknowledged Lord of all, and the Lamb who will reign forever and ever.

Getting to Know:
Linda Schrock

Cruise Night 2016

An AMC Personal Profile

We will be cruising to

Linda attends AMC along with her husband
Delmar and their two children;
Michelle (16) and Cameron (14).
What is your job and what does it consist of? My job consists of
cashiering at the Red Barn in Tuscola. I take care of the Antiques, the
cheese house, and the buffet there
What is your favorite verse and/or book of the Bible? My favor ite
books of the Bible are Psalms and Matthew. My favorite verse is
Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on
your own understanding in all your ways acknowledge Him and He
shall direct your paths.”
Is there a time in your life when you have felt God's presence
stronger than at any other time? Ther e have been quite a few times
that I have felt God's presence very clearly. One of the first times was
when I was 15 years old. I was very ill and in the hospital at the time.
Mom and dad were ready to leave for the night so we prayed and said
the Lord's Prayer together. I felt that I had to continue to fight to get
better, like God was telling me to keep going, for I had more life to live.
What is the happiest memory of your life? I have many happy
memories but the most recent was when I got to fly to Texas last year
with my husband, my best friend. That was awesome! I had never flown
in my life before then.
What hobbies do you enjoy? For my hobbies I love to sing and r oller
skate (when I get to). I like to work in my flower beds and in my garden
in the summer. I also like to paint or color pictures as well.
What do you consider to be your greatest achievement or
accomplishment? My gr eatest achievement is being a mom to my
wonderful children and a wife to my best friend and husband.
Do you have a favorite historical figure? One of my favorite historical
figures is Helen Keller. She was deaf, blind, and mute. She is a great
inspiration to me because no matter how hard life was for her she went
above and beyond everyone's expectations.
Is there anything about yourself that people at AMC might be
surprised to know. I went to school thr ough 8th gr ade. Then I did
some home schooling for high school and got my GED in 1996. I am
now eligible to go to Lakeland College if I would ever want to pursue
any degrees. I have always wanted to major in psychology. I have
written at least 12 to 15 poems. I have also written a song and my dad
helped me with the music. I only hear out of my left ear, we found this
out when I was in grade school.

Paris, France
Saturday,
February 13th

Boarding starts
at 5:30 and the
ship departs at 6 p.m.
Sign up today to
make sure you get
a boarding pass!

Winter Retreats

Youth and Jr. High groups attended
Winter Retreats at Camp Menno Haven
two weekends in January!

Mennonite
Church
USA
Submit articles and content ideas to editor Melissa Schrock at 578-2522 or by email to arthurmennonite@gmail.com

AMC Ministers: All of J esus’ followers here at Arthur Mennonite
Arthur Mennonite Church Ministry Team

Minister of Community Life/Administration:
Minister of Discipling:
Minister of Outreach:
Minister of Youth / Worship:

Glen Rhodes
Jeff Marner
Lamar Miller
Ashley Litwiller

glenr68@gmail.com
273-5026
wookiee_77@hotmail.com 273-5089
lmillerpm1@yahoo.com 369-8237
ashlit234@gmail.com 309-303-5159

