
Of Salvation

ROMANS 1-2

Today’s Message

“Religion Can’t Save You”



We should never give up 
on how Jesus might 

change us, someone else, 
or a situation in life



It’s news I’m most proud to proclaim, this 
extraordinary Message of God’s powerful 
plan to rescue everyone who trusts him, 
starting with Jews and then right on to 

everyone else! God’s way of putting people 
right shows up in the acts of faith, 

confirming what Scripture has said all 
along: “The person in right standing before 

God by trusting him really lives.”

Romans 1:16-17  (The Message Bible)



Warning

Our Churches can be full of 
people that are religious;            

but are not saved.



1.  Religious labels won’t save you!

Religious or Redeemed?

If you’re brought up Jewish, don’t assume 

that you can lean back in the arms of your 

religion and take it easy, feeling smug because 

you’re an insider to God’s revelation.

Romans 2:17



1.  Religious labels won’t save you!

Religious or Redeemed?

2.  Religious rules won’t save you!



I have a special word of caution for you who are 

sure that you have it all together yourselves and, 

because you know God’s revealed Word inside and 

out, feel qualified to guide others through their 

blind alleys and dark nights and confused 

emotions to God. While you are guiding others, 

who is going to guide you? I’m quite serious. 

While preaching “Don’t steal!” are you going to 

rob people blind? Who would suspect you? The 

same with adultery. The same with idolatry. You 

can get by with almost anything if you front it with 

eloquent talk about God and his law.

Romans 2:21-24  (The Message Bible)



“I tell you that this man, rather than the other, 

went home justified before God. For all those 

who exalt themselves will be humbled, and those 

who humble themselves will be exalted.”

Luke 18:14  (NIV)

Jesus answered, “The work of God is this:                

to believe in the one he has sent.”

John 6:29  (NIV)



1.  Religious labels won’t save you!

Religious or Redeemed?

2.  Religious rules won’t save you!

3.  Religious behavior won’t save you!

“Judgmental criticism of others is a                    
well-known way of escaping detection                   

in your own crimes and misdemeanors.”

Romans 2:3 (The Message Bible) 



Who you are and what you do 
will not get you into heaven!

Receiving Jesus into your life 
and making Him the Lord of 

your life will!



Intercessory Prayer


